Matthew 12:33-37 - “Trees and Fruit, Hearts and Words”

Pre-Sermon Questions

Who is speaking in these verses?  And to whom is that person speaking?

In verse 33, what is the connection between a tree and its fruit?

In verse 34, who does Jesus call a “brood of vipers”?  

In verse 34, what is the connection between the heart and words?

According to verse 35, what does a “good person” produce?  Why is this the case?

According to verse 35, what does an “evil person” produce?  Why is this the case?

Can we know whether a person’s heart is good or evil?  If so, how?

What does Jesus promise in verse 36?

According to  verse 37, on what basis is a person justified?

According to verse 37, on what basis is a person condemned? 

If salvation is by grace and not works (Eph. 2:8-9), howc an Jesus say we will be judged on the basis of our words?  

What is the main point of these verses? 

Post-Sermon Questions

What does this text teach us about words?  

In light of this text, how should we live? 

How do we change the things we say? 

What does the gospel of Jesus Christ have to do with this issue of the tongue?  

